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Report: SY CGMer goes Langeland Race
Saturday, 3rd of June, Orthmühle, Germany

The ORC is a pure racing club which organises this middle distance race of some 30 miles to Denmark once a year.

The fleet consists of all kinds of yachts from 21 to 46 ft. Most of the boats are racy or tuned up cruising yachts. The dilemma of these races is always the same: Only a few manoeuvres are necessary until the finish line and there is hardly any demand for tactical decisions or technical abilities. You just go as fast as you can from one point to the next. So being experienced as a crew is not such a big advantage compared to races with up and down courses.
In an average of 12 knots of westerly wind the boats are heading north to Denmark early in the morning. Useless to say that it is very cold which also has some advantages: the rain does not bother you that much because you have to wear your heavy weather gear anyway! But you sometimes wonder why we are here and not in the warm local pub in Heiligenhafen.
On the biggest participating boat the foredeck’s man falls overboard while on his way back from the end of spinnaker pole to the mast after having undone the spinnaker sheet. Lucky him he stays tied to the yacht by a safety harness but he yet has to deal with a fall into water of 11 degrees from a boat doing 10 knots. No serious injuries are reported afterwards.
In the harbour everybody prepares for the barbeque outside right next to the jetties. Despite the cold and the wind the crowd sticks together until midnight drinking beer, eating unthinkable amounts of sausages and steaks and singing sailing songs.
Result: So far we are third. Lots of questions on CGMer answered.
Sunday, 4th of June 2006, Bagenkop, Denmark
If the world were nothing but a big market where nothing could be given away for free then the one to sell headache pills would become very rich this morning. On top of this the wind reaches 22 knots and has shifted to north west. The sky is cloudless and some owner’s wifes go home by ferry.
The navigation part is quite easy but maybe too easy for some: four yachts do not take a certain mark right in the middle of the Fehmarn Belt. The biggest of them all, 46 ft racing yacht “Tutima”, even rushes back a few miles in order to turn around the mark and will later still be the second boat to cross the finish line without getting disqualified.
Our boat speed peaks 13 knots in the surf on our way back to Germany. Some spinnaker jibs are a bit uncertain but work all out in the end. In our group we are first ship home. We enjoy a fantastic sailing day and a fast ride home.
Overall result: Second place.
C:\Brocki ihm seins\Besuchsberichte\Report_CGMer_langeland.doc
Jan Brock, 20/06/2006
C:\Brocki ihm seins\Besuchsberichte\Report_CGMer_langeland.doc
Jan Brock, 20/06/2006

